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minutest details. Dtiroc had cautioned us to speak loud, because the Prussian ambassador was a little deaf. This was unlucky for my comrade and superior, Massy, since he had lost his voice and could hardly speak; so it was I who had to answer the Emperor, and, seeing his plan, I depicted in the most vivid colours the defeat of the Austrians, their dejection, and the enthusiasm of the French troops. Then, presenting the trophies one after another, I named all the regiments to which they had belonged, laying especial stress upon two, the capture of which was likely to produce the greatest effect upon the Prussian ambassador. £ Here,5 said I, ' are the colours of the Emperor of Austria's own regiment of infantry; there is the standard of his brother's, the Archduke Charles, Uhlans.' Napoleon's eyes sparkled, and seemed to say, 4 Well done, young man.' Then he dismissed us, and as we went out we heard him say to the ambassador, c You see, count, my armies are winning at all points; the Austrian ••army is annihilated, and very soon the Russian army will be so.' Von Haugwitz appeared greatly upset, and as soon as we were out of the room, Duroc said to us, ' This evening the diplomat will write to Berlin to inform his Government of the destruction of Jellachich's army. This will somewhat •calm the minds of those who are keen for war with us, and will give the King of Prussia fresh reasons for temporising, which is what the Emperor ardently desires.'
The comedy having been played, the Emperor wished to get rid of an awkward witness who might report the positions of his army, and so hinted to the ambassador that to stay between two armies all ready for an engagement might be a little unsafe for him. He bade him go to Vienna to M. de Talleyrand, his Minister for Foreign Affairs—ad vice which Herr von Haugwitz followed that same evening. The next day the Emperor said nothing to us about yesterday's performance, but. wishing no doubt to evince his satisfaction at the way in which we had seized his idea, he asked tenderly after Major Massy's cold, and pinched my ear, which was with him a sort of caress.
Meanwhile the great drama was approaching its final scene, and both sides were preparing to fight their stoutest.
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